
State Superfund

DEQ Regulatory Reform

Mission: To champion a healthy environment for a thriving 
Montana. 
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• Executive Order No. 1-2021
• Red Tape Relief Advisory 

Council
• Excessive/outdated/un-

necessary
• Focus on farmers, ranchers, 

and small business owners

BACKGROUND
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OUTCOME

Inventory Identified:

Title 75 = 100 statutes 
with 668 parts

Title 17 = 2,071 rule titles



DEQ Activity

 597 Direct statutes and rules 
reviewed

 335 Candidates to date 
 Candidates under Governor’s 

review = 8 statute actions, 20 
rule actions, 2 circulars



TITLE

A few main points.
• Keep

• It

• Simple

8

SUBTITLE

SSU 
Rules

ARM 
15.55.101 
through 
17.55.115

11 active rules



SSU Statutes

MCA 75-10-
701 through 
75-10-757
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47 active statutes



Review

• Excessive
• Outdated
• Unnecessary
• Feedback 

from 
stakeholders
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DEQ 
regulatory 
reform



High priority items
Controlled Allocation 

of Liability Act
Third-party Work



ARM 17.55.110

Background
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Third-party work plans

Evaluation Reform 
proposal



Background
• Promoted by lobbyists, 

so companies could 
obtain investigation 
results. 

• Only on order sites

• DEQ oversight costs 

are billed to PLPs.

13



Evaluation

• PLPs
• Third-party 

entity
• Local 

governments
• Property 

owners
• DEQ
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Stakeholders



Evaluation

• Only on order 
sites

• Within Facility 
boundaries

• Work plan is 
excessive 
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Issues



Reform

1. Repeal
2. All CECRA 

sites
3. Checklist
4. Work Plan 

template
5. Integrated 

system
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Possible 
Solutions



Reform 
Proposal
Repeal the rule 
and its 
associated 
portion of the 
statute.

17



Other 
Solutions
Based on 
Stakeholder 
identified problems 
or concerns 
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• Continuity and knowledge transfer for VCRA 
project officers and  associated costs.
• TREADS database
• Site Checklists
• EQuIS
• File Memos

CECRA/VCRA 
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• Transparency in reporting site progress 
and schedules for remediation sites
• Annual report to EQC

• Online GIS system

• Site Updates – with schedules

• VCRA Submittal Updates

CECRA/VCRA/CALA
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• Identify/report CALA orphan share 
reimbursement obligations, 
shortfalls/backlog and ensure obligations 
met 
• Annual report to EQC

• Review of reimbursement claims

• Payment of allowed costs

CALA
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• DEQ risk assessment approach is 
conservative and sometimes an impediment

• Balanced approach 

• General use of EPA guidance

• Big picture considerations

• Improving guidance

Risk Assessment
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• VCRA footprint versus facility 

• Need utility exemption for maintenance of 
infrastructure within CECRA sites

CECRA/VCRA/CALA



NEXT STEPS

Continue 
Stakeholder 
Involvement

Executive 
Planning 
Process

2023
Legislative 
Session & 

Rulemaking



Opportunity 
for

Feedback



Moriah Bucy
mbucy@mt.gov
406.444.6366

Regulatory Reform Contacts:

Denise Martin
demartin@mt.gov
406.444.6578


